
“…do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have 

need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive 

what is promised. For, “Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will 

not delay; but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul 

has no pleasure in him.” But we are not of those who shrink back and are 

destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls.” 

Hebrews 10:35-39 

 

 Philippians 3:14 and Philippians 4:13 are familiar to those who encourage 

and challenge others to endure or press on to finish a race, finish treatments, give 

all they have in a game/project/test, or train to win or be successful in any 

endeavor. Everyone wants to win or achieve a personal best. “I press on toward the 

goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” “I 

can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” It can be exciting to be a 

part of a win or witnessing a personal best: participating, providing support, 

training partner, family, friends, etc.     

But who is the victory really for? How long until the “thrill of victory” no 

longer brings satisfaction? What comes next for those who have “been there, done 

that?” The passages from Philippians have been displayed in paintings, t shirts, 

bumper stickers, jewelry, body art, and more. What we accomplish is indeed for 

and through Christ. And what we accomplish by enduring until the end displays 

our faith and dependence upon the LORD. The Hebrews passage beings sharper 

focus. The struggles we are called to endure are not sports related. “Don’t throw 

away your confidence” is all about trusting God through times when your faith in 

God is being tested because of persecution or ridicule because of your association 

with the things of Christ. When you are being persecuted or ridiculed because of 

Christ, be confident. Do not shrink back. Believer, you are part of the eternal 

family of God who have faith in the One who preserves our soul. You’re in good 

hands! 

So yes, Press on toward the goal. Do all those things in the strength of 

Christ. And be confident without shrinking back from your faith in Christ. He who 

began the good work in you will be faithful to complete it. Remain in Him. 

 

  

 

 


