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A Word from Our Pastor 
This month we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus!  

This is the hope of eternal life that all Christians have for we 

have been raised to a new life in Christ.  April is a busy month 

for our church so please be aware of some special events and 

happenings in our church this month.  To start with, Beth Hen-

dricks is now serving as our Director of Children’s Ministries 

and she will be working with children from birth through 5th 

grade as well as their parents.  Please pray for Beth as she takes 

on this growing area of our church.  On April 25th we will be 

celebrating with Fran and Nancy Picker as we honor Fran as our 

Pastor Emeritus.  Fran and Nancy are such special people and 

they have helped our church in so many ways through the years.  

As our Sunday school small groups have restarted if you are not 

part of one of these essential groups then let me encourage you 

to do so for being a part of a small group Bible study is a great 

place for fellowship, encouragement, and will help you grow in 

your faith.  May the Lord bless you in this month and bless our 

church family as we continue to grow in the grace of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Stan 

Focus on: Pastor Emeritus, 

Fran Picker 
On Sunday, April 25 we will be honoring 

Fran Picker as our Pastor Emeritus. Pastor 

Fran served as a pastor in many capacities 

beginning when he was 16 years old until 

he retired from First Baptist in 2001. 

Fran knew when he was in high school 

that God was calling him to full time minis-

try; his pastor at the time, C.C. Buckelew, 

encouraged him to follow God’s call on his 

life by giving him opportunities to preach 

in revivals and mission outreach. In high 

school Fran started a Bible study with two 

of his friends and by the end of his senior 

year the group had grown to 300 mem-

bers – what a confirmation of God’s call 

and the gifts He’s given him! 

Fran met his sweet wife, Nancy, when she 

filled in as the pianist during a revival at 

which he was preaching. In an ironic merg-

ing of denominations, Nancy had been the 

member of a Methodist church before she 

married Fran and then he parked in the 



Welcome New Members! 
We are pleased to welcome our 
newest members: 

• Dave & Robyn Hayden 
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Presbyterian church parking lot next door 

to her house when this Baptist proposed 

to her on the front porch swing! Their 

honeymoon was interrupted by a funeral 

that Fran was asked to officiate. So began 

the life of a pastor’s wife for Nancy!  

Fran shared that his least favorite pasto-

ral ministry task is having to challenge a 

spiritually unbalanced church member. 

Confronting those who remain spiritually 

unrepentant has left a pain in his life that 

doesn’t go away. 

Since starting as a pastor in the 1950s, 

Fran has seen churches change in many 

ways. One change he’s seen has been 

that many churches and pastors have 

adopted a very casual dress code, but 

Fran says he has never preached in blue 

jeans – at least not yet! 

Nancy’s advice to pass on to the next 

generation is to listen and be flexible - 

advice she’s implemented in her own life 

from years as a pastor’s wife! For young 

people today, Pastor Fran exhorts them 

to avoid planning their own life and in-

stead seek out God’s will and then live in 

it. That will be a life lived without regret. 

What a privilege and blessing it is for FBC 

to honor Fran Picker as our Pastor Emeri-

tus for his faithful service and witness to 

the Lord. We are thankful for the special 

couple that Fran and Nancy are. 

Music Notes 
Summer Music and Arts Camp is coming June 14-18! 

We need you to help and be a blessing to the kids that 

will be on our campus, many for the first time.  Con-

tact the church office or me for additional info or to 

sign up.  Registration for campers will open April 29. 

The Foto Sisters in Concert 
It’s always a delight and a blessing when we are able 

to host guest worship musicians!  Sunday evening, 

April 11 at 6:00pm we will welcome Katelyn and 

Gaylyn Foto in concert.  Through their amazing in-

strumental and vocal talents, the Foto Sisters will 

lead a worship concert in “a charming and unique 

blend of sacred, classical, cinematic, and pop styles, 

with a hint of Celtic.”   These classically-trained sib-

lings have per-

formed in many 

different venues 

and have won nu-

merous honors 

and awards.  

A love offering 

will be accepted. 

Spread the word 

and bring someone with you! 

Pastor Andrew 

Financial Update 
First Baptist Church received money from the Paycheck Protection 

Program (PPP). The funds for the second draw were deposited into 

the church’s checking account on March 24th. The amount was 

$73,560. The forgiveness for the first loan has been submitted and 

we anticipate receiving the official notice soon. 



The Family Focus 
Wow! March has been a won-

derful month for our Chil-

dren's Ministry! We kicked 

the month off with our first 

ever Parents' Night Out and 

had an amazing time serving 

50 children and their parents! 

This past weekend, we had a 

wonderful time at the Easter 

Egg Hunt at the Farm. I don't 

even know how many people 

came, but there were several 

church members as well sev-

eral new families. The kids 

had so much fun hunting 

Easter eggs, jumping on the 

bouncy house, petting the 

cows and so much more!  

These events would not be possible 

without the wonderful help of all of the church members who have volun-

teered their time to serve the young children of our church. Thank you all 

so much for all you have done!  

And, we have more to come! We had so much fun at the Windsor's Farm, 

we are planning a Family Movie Night sometime in the month of April. We 

also have another Parents' Night Out planned for May 7th, and then 

SMAAC and VBS are coming up quickly in June and July. So, if you 

are interested in having some fun with some amazing kids, let me know 

and I will plug you in with our children's ministry team! 

Beth Hendricks 

Missions & Media  
Media 

The Media team continues to 

grow and expand their techno-

logical abilities and reaching 

our members and guests out-

side of the church walls. We 

are excited to welcome Piper 

and Nathan (teenagers) to the 

team. They are being trained 

by Barrett Williams and Eric 

Kitchen, two of the founding 

Media team members. We are 

experiencing weekly viewer-

ship that is both encouraging 

and beneficial in sharing the 

Gospel through worship and 

teaching. 
 

Missions 

As you read this Missions up-

date, your Missions Pastor is 

on the other side of the plan-

et, in Nepal! Chuck is teach-

ing and encouraging the Ne-

pali pastors and leaders. He is 

focusing on evangelism and 

servanthood. We are seeing 

God’s favor on this country 

and many coming to faith in 

Christ. Chuck will give a re-

port to the church in the days 

to come highlighting this trip 

and what he experienced for 

the Kingdom. 
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The Media Team hard at work on Sunday morning. 

One of the Windsor’s cows 
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Dr. Stan Lewis 
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Andrew Heathershaw 
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Beth Hendricks 
Children’s Ministries Director 

Chuck Walthall 
Pastor of Missions and  
Media 

Staff 

www.fbcew.org 

Our Service Times 
• Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30am (in person) 

• Live Online: 10:30am @ fbcew.org  

• On the radio: Sundays @ 10:00am WAAZ-FM 104.7/WJSB-AM 1050 

(sermon only) 

• Sunday School: 9:00am (in person) 

• Zoom Sunday School classes available :  Contact 

staff@fbcew.org to get connected. 

• Wednesday Evening Bible Study Online: 6:00pm @ 

171 Hickory Ave | Crestview, FL 32536 
(850) 682-2544 |  
Office Hours: M-F 8-5 | Closed 12 - 1 
      www.fbcew.org 
      First Baptist Church of Crestview 
 

If you’d like to receive this newsletter by 

email, contact us at staff@fbcew.org and we 

will gladly add you to our mailing list. 

Where to find more... 
Find up-to-date info about events, ministries, and more on 

the church website. Live streaming and archived worship ser-

vices and Bible study are also available. 


